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lothing shoppers have always
pursued good quality at a good
price. In this day of the shrinking
dollar and downsizing, there’s one
small business that's not so small

anymore—recycled clothing.

Jane Hamilton would koo

She deals in women's and childrens cloth-
ing and secessaries at The Clothes Cuphoard,
10 Richardsgon Ave,, al Carling.

“We may be the oldest consignment shop—
20 vears obd—in the city,” she says, “When we
started out, no one really knew what con-
sinment megnl.”

What it means is le recycling clothing.
il Enmming money dung il

Recyclad Elﬂﬂ]u‘ﬁhﬂﬁ-ﬂ.ﬁ'ﬂa}l‘ﬁ been the sen-
silble way o d idren, who silgrew new
cinthes they're out of the bhag.

In the 9=, however, consignment slores
have a new clientele.

At Little Anne's, 3445 81 Joeseph Blvd., O
leans, Anne Taylor has been dealing in chil-
drcn'smﬂmutmila;{'hthm for Lhirge: years.

She's seen 4 Fse In demand for quality ma-

l.‘nul.?' , by Ehie increasing mam-
ber al prafess woren who continue to
wiork through their pregnancies,

“1 don't take a lot of casual stuff,™ Taylor
says. “It's the business clothes people are
looking foe™

IN STYLE
‘Secondhand Rose’ ’90s anthem

Moare of those professional wormen than ev-
er bafore are continuing o shop in consign-
muent stores long afler the baby's b dayveare,

And that means they're also keeping those
stores supplied with current, fashionable busi-
ness wear from major elothing houses—al-
fred Sung, Simon Chang, Jaeger, and the lke.

Lucke Thivierge, owner of Le Prét-a-Heé-
porter, 1404 Dalhousie 84, says customoers
are pleased they can gel guality for thedr dol-
lar by buying secondband.

“People are realizing that prices are really
atrocious in the stores,” she says, "Before,
there was a kol of prejudice sbout secondhamnd
clothing, bat nivw, there's less”

Le Prét-a-Reporter has carmied women's
clothing and accessories for thres years, and
haig seen a 8 itlal increase in s profes-
slonal female cliantale.

Convenience

Most consignment stores waork on @ S0-50
hasi= When an ilem B sold, its owner and the
shop each recelve 509 of the sale,

Salling clothes by consignment is simpler,
muore convenient and more profitable
sellbigg af o garage sale

At The Clothes Secret, 43 Seneca 54, oan-
ar Valerie Macintosh deals in women's clath
ing and aecessories.

Maelntash fgures business has probably
doubled in the six years she's been open,

“It's a booming business,” she says, “bul

you have to establish a good clienteds to being
clothes nto the store as well as 8 good clien-
tele coming in to buy them,”

Hilary Isherwood recyeles children's cloth-
irig and maternkty wear at Thres Bags Full,
500 Hareldean Rd., Kanata

There's e paint in brying to recyele ehil-
dren's clothes from many chain and discount
stores wherse parenls oflen shop, she says,
hecause recycling an't built into the quality,

“We're poing with the lahels people are look
ing for,™ she says, “The good qualily stufl is
whal people wanL™

And that means the designer lebels for kids
—The Gap, (shkosh, Roats—that are so ex
pensive bo by new

“tunl whien vour chilld's anly golng to be in it
for six months," says Isherwood, “it makes
sense bo by secondhand,”

Aboul the ondy slee of the market most con-
shgnment stores aren’t pulling in is the male
shopper:

“It's hard to get men Lo give up their stuli,"
siys Hamillon,

When most men shop for clothing, they
vrant pewes of charcoal-gray suits in thieic size.

As well, the average male shopper hangs
ot 1o his dress/business wardrobe longer.
Fashion changes, but men are less aware of
and driven by those changes than sre women,

“We are seeing more interest from the
yOunger m::.ml,lnn af men.” Hamilton SAVE.
“The ald guard aren't likely to shop this way"

-Tha Oftawa Solmrdny Sum, Qo e DOU 15935

Az well as appealing to today's canny shop-
per, consignment stores are busy places for
anoler very "S85 reasen

“It's the idea of recyeling. too," says Thi
vierge. “A bot of my customers say, I‘ul the
price on it that you want, and I'll be b _'.r hl
know thit someone is gelling use nut

Joying it."
Proximity

And shoppers dont have bo worry much
about meeting their new power sult's former
oymer arrogs the hoardroom table.

The Clithes Secrel receives ilems fron (or-
mier Ditawans living elsewhere, and from out-
of-towners who've visibed the shop and Hioed
wiial the've aeen,

The Clothes Cupboard has a large groug of
friends whis were once “just” customers

“We have pi:-:lﬂlr \!iml:]rw in several mes
a weeh,” says Hamilton, “We get to Enow
them, I:humbnng along their grandchibdren.
Their m i= and sisters bring things in, and
buy things, when they'ne visiting.”

People today find shopping time at a pre-
mitm. at the batbam of the list of things to dao.

Imiagine walldng into & store and handing
over clothes everyone's seen youl in Lo miany
thines [magise recelving cash for the items

off last week which have sinee
mxn magine spending 15 minutes and
going hﬂm-e with a few bop-guality, kigh-Bsh
fon gems nobody's seen you in.

That's consignment store shopping.



Pull into Il Garage
for a tasty fill-up

Th-t- food's great, and the decar is unbgue,
but thore's another reason peaple keep
coming back to 1l Garage ILalion Restau-
rant, says owner Diane Robert.

“IUs the atmosphere, with the red and
while chequered tablecioths, and the can
dles on the tables.”

[l Garage, al 225 Preston 51, has been
apeh [ 4 vear and a half

s matio is “Come bune up your hungry
engine,” which makes perfect sense when
you realize the restaurant’s in a converied
garape, and the best fealures of the build-
ing remain,

“We kepl the garage doors, and added big
windows," Diane zays. “The cellings are 20
foet high, so it's lght and airy”

The delicious pizzas—with traditional
Ialian thin crusl-—are named Lamborghi-
nb amd the ke

Nl Garage's chefl is terrific, says Diane
Sho's hard pressed to name a specialty b
cause everything's consistenily excelleni,
but she mentions caliomar, and the fact
that a regular diner recently brought eight
T:IEE in for one of the spectacular penne
di

“They loved it she says. “They wound
up having it very spicy, and they said it was
great.”

Monday to Friday, 11 Garage is open for
lunch and dinner, Sa and Sunday for
difiner anly, but they're open “as late as we
have customers,” saye Dians.

The portions are hearty, and the tasty,
iraditional Iialian meals aro ahways served
piping hol. And you can complement your
miet] with a botthe of robust ltalian resd, or
any pther beverage you choose,

There's live eeal enlertainment as well,
from Thursday to Sunday

The siaff of mainly university students
are welcoming and pleasant, and receive
many compliments abaut the serviee

A sumimer evening is Lhe perfect time to
visit Il Garage’s spacious sidewslk patio.

Anid there's a large parking lot behund the
ristaurant for patrons' convenlence,

“People come for the food,” sas Diane,
“but t tell us i's a very homey place,
They feel very comfartable.”

Drop in to Il Garage lalian Restaurant st
225 Preston 3L, just north of Gladstone. For
reservations, please call 236-7278

Your hungry engine will be purring.



